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INVITATION

Futures Literacy Lab: Future of Justness 2050
Online event: 27 August 2020 (9:00 am - 5:00 pm)

The lab in a nutshell

The futures we imagine dictate the potentials we see in the present. During this 6 - hour long Futures
Literacy Lab, representatives of Climate - KIC will join together to rigorously imagine what Just
Transformation could mean in 2050. How justness could be manifested in 20507 What forms of
injustices could be there and why? What would still need to be transformed? Above else, however, we
will explore the ways in which the future can turn out to be completely different from what we assume or
imagine.

The main goal of this interactive lab is thus not to produce roadmaps, visions, or strategies. Instead, the
key objective is to grow our collective and individual skills in Futures Literacy - called by UNESCO a skill
for the 21st century.
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This lab is designed around three key notions: Futures Literacy, Transformation and Justness. A short
introduction to these is given below. This is just “food-for-thought” to ignite your thinking before the lab.

Futures Literacy as a capability

Futures Literacy (FL) is a capability. A futures literate person has acquired the skills needed to decide why
and how to use their imagination to introduce the non-existent future into the present. FL as a capability is
reflexive, in the sense that through practice people invent and redefine the way they ‘use-the-future’, and it is
constructive in so far as the constant ‘use-of-the future’ plays a role in building up the world around us. Being
future literate means understanding that there are different anticipatory systems. These are different ways for
us to imagine the future and different reasons for imagining the future. The basic proposition is that the future
can only be imaginary. We need to understand why and how our imagination created images of the future,
relying on assumptions or frames. So, in order to describe something that does not exist, we first assume that
it will exist, then make assumptions about it and finally try and project an image into the future (Miller 2018).

Futures Literacy and Transformation

Why is Futures Literacy important to sustainable transformation? One key idea in futures literacy is that
these futures -- the ones in our minds -- are lenses through which we see and frame our world. In other
words, they shape perception. When we only perceive through one kind of futures (e.g. goal-oriented
visions), we perceive the phenomena and transformation occurring in our world only through those futures.
However when we look through several different futures, we can see more aspects, pathways, and potentials
of these phenomena and transformations. In the Futures Literacy across the Deep consortium, which is part
of the EIT Climate KIC Longtermism Deep Demonstration, we are experimenting with how developing
capabilities to see and use multiple futures in innovation works can aid people in innovating for
transformation (Balcom Raleigh 2020).

Imagining Justness

“If a theory of justice is to guide reasoned choice of policies, strategies or institutions, then the identification
of fully just social arrangements is neither necessary nor sufficient.” (Amartya Sen)

According to Sen, the Nobel prize winner in economic sciences in 1998, we should not - and cannot - strive
to become the architects of castles in the sky. Instead, he asks us all to start right at the foundations: to
share, explore, and debate our perspectives on how to repair the edifices in which we currently live. Justice
arises not from a blueprint, but from a process of open public reasoning in which as many potential policies,
strategies or institutions are considered as possible (Barclay Roger 2010).

Join us to boldly imagine: the Future(s) of Justness in 2050!
Meeting ID: 951 1671 4440 Passcode: 253061 Join Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/95116714440?pwd=ZW1xck1GVVBINHAwWbEI20DIwa204Zz09



https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781351048002
https://www.utu.fi/en/university/turku-school-of-economics/finland-futures-research-centre/research/FLxDeep
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/amartya-sen-and-idea-of-justice/
https://zoom.us/j/95116714440?pwd=ZW1xck1GVVBlNHAwbEI2ODlwa204Zz09

